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Balaam, whereby curses are skilfully turned into blessings. And, lastly, there are long stretches of wild and hilly tracts occupied by the aboriginal tribes, who pay tribute to the dominant Eajpiits, and are nominally under the Chiefs rule, though they swarm out like wild bees if he sends his police into their country. These are mostly in the south-western regions of Eajputana.
But this is not the place for a complete and detailed description of the interior organisation of a Eajput State, or of the land tenures. Sufficient has been said to explain why the organisation of Eajput society has been almost always said to be feudal; and indeed the resemblance to feudal society is at the first sight striking enough. Even Colonel Tod, whose intimate knowledge of Eajputana has been never equalled, and whose work is perhaps the most valuable and exhaustive special study of Indian history and manners that has ever been produced, has been so far misled by the likeness as to miss the radical distinction between the two forms of society, tribal and feudal. Although he clearly understands the connection of those whom he calls " vassals " with their suzerain to be affinity of blood, still he insists that the working system of Eajputana is feudal. He devotes several chapters to proving the extraordinary identity of the feudal incidents of the European system with that which he found at the beginning of this century in Eajputana ; and it is he who is chiefly responsible for the introduction into writings about Eajputana of all those mediaeval terms (escuage, reliefs, Knights' fees, subinfeudation, etc., etc.) which were seized upon as convenient phrases by others who had not Tod's intimate qualifying acquaintance with the